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Abstract

Moral values have always played a central role in human society, guiding behavior and shaping social
norms. However, in the modern world characterized by globalization, technological development, and
cultural diversity, traditional moral frameworks are increasingly reinterpreted. This article analyzes the
transformation of moral values in contemporary society and examines the philosophical foundations of
modern ethical thought. Through comparative analysis of classical and modern ethical theories, the
study evaluates how moral concepts such as justice, responsibility, and dignity are understood today.
The findings suggest that while core moral principles remain significant, their interpretation has
become more pluralistic and context-dependent.
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Introduction

Moral values form the foundation of social order and individual behavior. Concepts such as good and
evil, justice, responsibility, and honesty have historically shaped civilizations. Classical philosophers
like Aristotle emphasized virtue as the path to moral excellence, while Immanuel Kant focused on duty
and universal moral law.

In the modern era, rapid social change, scientific progress, and globalization have influenced the
understanding of moral norms. Cultural diversity and technological advancements have created new
ethical dilemmas that challenge traditional value systems. The aim of this article is to analyze how
moral values are interpreted in contemporary philosophy and society.

Methods

This research is based on qualitative philosophical analysis and comparative methodology. Classical
ethical theories, including virtue ethics and deontological ethics, were compared with modern
approaches such as utilitarianism, relativism, and applied ethics. Conceptual analysis was used to
clarify the meaning of moral values in contemporary discourse. Logical evaluation was applied to
assess the consistency of modern interpretations.

Results

The analysis shows that modern interpretations of moral values emphasize human rights, individual
autonomy, and equality. Unlike traditional societies where morality was often grounded in religion or
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fixed customs, contemporary ethics increasingly relies on universal human dignity and rational
justification.

Relativist perspectives argue that moral values depend on cultural and social context. In contrast,
universalist approaches maintain that certain moral principles, such as justice and respect for persons,
apply to all humanity.

Technological development has also reshaped moral debates. Issues such as artificial intelligence,
bioethics, and environmental responsibility require new ethical frameworks. As a result, modern
morality has become more dynamic and interdisciplinary.

Discussion

The transformation of moral values reflects broader social and intellectual changes. While some argue
that modern pluralism weakens traditional morality, others see it as an expansion of ethical awareness.
The recognition of human rights and global responsibility demonstrates the evolution of moral
thinking.

However, moral relativism may create uncertainty about objective standards. Without shared
principles, ethical decision-making becomes complex. Therefore, many philosophers advocate a
balanced approach that respects cultural diversity while maintaining universal ethical foundations.

Conclusion

The modern interpretation of moral values demonstrates both continuity and change. Core principles
such as justice, responsibility, and dignity remain essential, yet their understanding has become more
flexible and inclusive. In a globalized and technologically advanced world, ethical reflection must
adapt to new challenges while preserving fundamental human values. The study confirms that moral
philosophy continues to play a vital role in guiding contemporary society.
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