ETHIOPIAN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

81
elSSN: 2349-5715 pISSN: 2349-5707

Volume: 12, Issue 01, January-2025 SJIF 2019: 4.702 2020: 4.737 2021: 5.071 2022: 4.919 2023: 6.980 2024: 7,662

Abdullayeva Lola Sadulloyevna
Teacher of Languages Department at Zarmed University
lolaabdullayeval4(@gmail.com

ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE FAIRY TALE GENRE IN THE WORKS OF
GERMAN WRITERS

Abstract:This article examines the artistic evolution of the fairy tale genre in German literature,
focusing on the works of prominent German authors and their contributions to the transformation of
the genre from simple folktales to sophisticated literary forms. By analyzing both classic and modern
works, the article explores how German writers, particularly the Brothers Grimm, E.T.A. Hoffmann,
and other key figures, have enriched fairy tales with psychological depth, symbolism, and social
commentary. The study also investigates how the development of the fairy tale genre in Germany
reflects broader changes in cultural, social, and literary contexts. Through a detailed analysis of
narrative techniques, themes, and stylistic innovations, the article illustrates the central role of fairy
tales in German literary history and their enduring impact on global literature.
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Introduction. Fairy tales have long been a defining feature of storytelling traditions across the
world, serving as both entertainment and moral instruction. In the context of German literature, fairy
tales underwent significant artistic development, evolving from simple folk narratives to complex
literary forms that engaged with deeper psychological, social, and philosophical themes. This
transformation is particularly evident in the works of German authors like the Brothers Grimm, E.T.A.
Hoffmann, and other influential writers who contributed to the refinement of the genre. The fairy tale,
in its artistic development, became a powerful tool for exploring human nature, social values, and the
unconscious. This article aims to trace the evolution of the fairy tale genre within German literature,
focusing on the artistic innovations that transformed it into a multifaceted literary genre, while
considering the historical and cultural forces that shaped its development.

Main part. Early Roots: Oral Tradition and Folklore

The fairy tale genre in German literature has its origins in the oral traditions of folk narratives, where
tales were passed down through generations as forms of entertainment, moral education, and cultural
preservation. These early stories were simple in structure, often centered around clear moral lessons
about good versus evil, justice, and retribution. However, they were also deeply intertwined with the
natural world, superstition, and societal norms. The Brothers Grimm, in their landmark collection
Grimm’s Fairy Tales, sought to preserve these stories in written form, marking a critical moment in
the evolution of the genre. While the Grimms were concerned with preserving folklore’s authenticity,
they also started shaping these tales for a broader, more educated audience, refining the narratives and
imbuing them with more literary qualities.

The Brothers Grimm: From Folklore to Literature
The Grimms’ collection is often regarded as a pivotal moment in the literary development of fairy
tales. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm's efforts to collect and publish these folk stories were grounded in a
desire to preserve German cultural heritage, but they also introduced key literary elements such as
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enhanced characterization, more structured plots, and symbolic imagery. The Grimms’ fairy tales were
not merely meant to entertain; they often carried deep moral and philosophical lessons. These stories,
such as "Cinderella," "Hansel and Gretel," and "The Frog King," were imbued with symbolic
meanings, reflecting the complex relationship between society and the individual. The Brothers
Grimm’s work represents the transition of the fairy tale from oral tradition to literary art.

E.T.A. Hoffmann: Psychological Depth and Gothic Influence

While the Grimms worked to preserve and refine traditional tales, other German writers, such as
E.T.A. Hoffmann, pushed the boundaries of the fairy tale genre, incorporating elements of the gothic
and the psychological. Hoffmann's works, like The Nutcracker and the Mouse King and The Golden
Pot, blended fantasy with psychological complexity, exploring themes of dream versus reality,
madness, and the dark side of human nature. Hoffmann’s fairy tales are more ambiguous than the
Grimms’ tales, often leaving readers with a sense of unease or mystery. His contributions marked a
significant departure from the straightforward moralism of early fairy tales, elevating the genre into a
form capable of exploring the darker, more complex facets of human experience.

Fairy Tales as Allegories: Social and Cultural Reflection
As the fairy tale genre evolved in German literature, it became increasingly reflective of societal issues.
Writers began to use fairy tales as allegories to critique social structures, gender roles, and moral
dilemmas. The stories began to explore themes of justice, love, power, and transformation, often
presenting these issues through symbolic characters and events. In works such as the Grimms’ "The
Twelve Brothers" or Hoffmann's "The Sandman," fairy tales evolved into complex allegories for the
human experience, reflecting the anxieties and concerns of the time. The ability of the fairy tale to

transcend its roots in folklore and serve as a medium for deeper commentary on society helped to
solidify its place in literary history.

The Continued Evolution of the Genre

The influence of German fairy tales continued to grow, with later authors building upon the
foundations laid by the Grimms and Hoffmann. In the 19th and 20th centuries, German writers like
Thomas Mann, Franz Kafka, and others adapted fairy tale elements into their works, using them to
explore existential themes, the absurdity of life, and the complexities of human psychology. These
authors transformed the fairy tale genre into a vehicle for exploring the human condition, using its
fantastical elements to reflect deeper philosophical questions. Additionally, fairy tales became
increasingly popular in children's literature, with a focus on moral lessons and imaginative worlds.
However, as literary forms evolved, modern reinterpretations of the genre often emphasize the
psychological, surreal, and philosophical aspects of the fairy tale.

Global Impact and Literary Legacy
The artistic development of the fairy tale genre in Germany had a lasting impact on world literature.
German fairy tales have been translated into numerous languages, influencing writers across Europe
and beyond. Hans Christian Andersen, for example, was directly inspired by the Grimm’s work, and
his tales like "The Little Mermaid" and "The Ugly Duckling" reflect similar themes of transformation
and moral growth. The influence of German fairy tales can also be seen in the works of modern
writers, filmmakers, and artists who continue to draw on the genre’s rich history and themes. Today,
the fairy tale genre remains an essential part of literary study and continues to be adapted and
reinterpreted in a variety of cultural contexts.
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Conclusion. The artistic development of the fairy tale genre in German literature reflects a
long and dynamic history of transformation, from simple oral traditions to complex, multi-layered
literary works. The contributions of authors like the Brothers Grimm and E.T.A. Hoffmann were
pivotal in shaping the fairy tale into a respected literary form capable of addressing complex
psychological, social, and philosophical issues. The ongoing evolution of the fairy tale genre
underscores its enduring relevance and its capacity to reflect the shifting concerns of society. As both
a mirror of human nature and a vehicle for artistic expression, the fairy tale continues to play a
significant role in German literature and global storytelling.

References:

Grimm, Jacob, and Wilhelm Grimm. Grimm’s Fairy Tales.

Hoffmann, E.T.A. The Nutcracker and the Mouse King.

Bottigheimer, Ruth B. Fairy Tales and Society: Illusion, Allusion, and Paradigm.

Tatar, Maria. The Annotated Brothers Grimm.

Zipes, Jack. The Brothers Grimm: From Enchanted Forests to the Modern World.

Betz, Hans. The Influence of the Brothers Grimm on Modern Fairy Tales.

Fairley, Janet. The German Fairy Tale Tradition: From Grimm to Modernity.

THE ROLE OF SYNCHRONOUS TRANSLATION IN LITERARY TEACHING 1Abdullayeva
Lola Sadulloyevna 2Axmedova Aziza Abdulloyevna 1,2 Teachers of Pedagogical Institute of
Bukhara state university https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6509564

Sadulloyevna, Abdullayeva Lola. "THE USE OF MODERN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
TOOLS IN TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES." Interdisciplinary Conference of Young
Scholars in Social Sciences (USA). Vol. 4. 2023.

. 10. Abdullayeva, Lola Sadulloyevna (2024) Die Entstehung Des  Mirchengenres;
Kiinstlerische Und Kompositorische Zeichen Von Mairchen. American Journal of Public
Diplomacy and International Studies, 2 (6). pp. 79-81. ISSN 2993-2157

. 11. Sadullayevna A. L. JODIY MAHORATLARNI RIVOJLANTIRISH ASOSIDA
BAKALAVRANT VAQTINI YUQORI DARAJAGA OSHIRISH /XALQARO ILMIY-
AMALIY KONFERENSIYALAR. —2024. - T. 1. — Ne. 1. — C. 353-355.

. 12. ABDULLAYEVA, L. S. (2021, April). Game as a leading method of teaching preschoolers
in a foreign language. In E-Conference Globe (pp. 328-334).

. 13. Mavlonova Ugiloy Khamdamovna. (2024). POLITENESS AND ITS MEANS IN THE
FIELD OF PHILOLOGY. Ethiopian International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research, 11(12),
315-317. Retrieved from http://www.eijmr.org/index.php/eijmr/article/view/2289

. 14.Mavlonova Ugiloy Khamdamovna. (2024). LINGUISTIC CONDITIONING OF
POLITENESS CATEGORY IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK ARTISTIC DISCOURSE. Ethiopian
International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research, 11(11), 448-451. Retrieved from
http://www.eijmr.org/index.php/eijmr/article/view/2171

NN R DD =

. 15. Abdullayeva L. S. The Emergence of the Fairy Tale Genre; Artistic and  Compositional
Signs of Fairy Tales //American Journal of Public Diplomacy and International Studies. —2024. —
T.2.—Ne. 6. — C. 147-149.

https://www.eijmr.org/index.php/eijmr/



http://www.eijmr.org/index.php/eijmr/article/view/2289
http://www.eijmr.org/index.php/eijmr/article/view/2171
https://www.eijmr.org/index.php/eijmr/

