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Abstract:This article examines George Orwell's profound and enduring impact on the English
language, analyzing how his literary works and essays have shaped modern discourse, political
terminology, and approaches to clarity in communication. Through his dystopian novel Nineteen
Eighty-Four (1949), Orwell introduced neologisms such as "Big Brother," "thoughtcrime,"
"doublethink," and "Newspeak" that have become essential vocabulary for discussing surveillance,
censorship, and propaganda. His essay "Politics and the English Language" (1946) established
influential principles for clear writing that continue to guide style manuals and communication
practices across disciplines.

Keywords:Newspeak; linguistic manipulation; political rhetoric; dystopian neologisms; plain
language; surveillance discourse
Annotatsiya

Ushbu maqola Jorj Oruellning ingliz tiliga chuqur va doimiy ta'sirini ko'rib chiqadi, uning adabiy
asarlari va insholari zamonaviy nutqni, siyosiy terminologiyani va muloqotda ravshanlik
yondashuvlarini qanday shakllantirganini tahlil qiladi. O'zining distopik romani "O'n to'qqiz sakson
to'rt" (1949) orqali Oruell "Katta birodar", "fikr jinoyati", "ikki fikrlash" va "Yangi nutq" kabi
neologizmlarni kiritdi, ular kuzatuv, tsenzura va tashviqotni muhokama qilish uchun muhim lug'atga
aylandi. Uning "Siyosat va ingliz tili" inshosi (1946) aniq yozish uchun ta'sirchan tamoyillarni o'rnatdi,
bu uslublar bo'yicha qo'llanmalar va muloqot amaliyotlarini boshqarishda davom etmoqda.

Kalit so'zlar. Yangi nutq; lingvistik manipulyatsiya; siyosiy ritorika; distopik neologizmlar; oddiy til;
kuzatuv nutqi

Аннотация

В этой статье рассматривается глубокое и устойчивое влияние Джорджа Оруэлла на
английский язык, анализируется, как его литературные произведения и эссе сформировали
современный дискурс, политическую терминологию и подходы к ясности в общении. В своем
антиутопическом романе «1984» (1949) Оруэлл ввел такие неологизмы, как «Большой брат»,
«мыслепреступление», «двоемыслие» и «новояз», которые стали неотъемлемой лексикой для
обсуждения слежки, цензуры и пропаганды. Его эссе «Политика и английский язык» (1946)
установило влиятельные принципы ясного письма, которые продолжают определять
руководства по стилю и коммуникационные практики в разных дисциплинах.

Ключевые слова.Новояз; лингвистическая манипуляция; политическая риторика;
антиутопические неологизмы; простой язык; дискурс наблюдения
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Introduction
George Orwell, the pen name of Eric Arthur Blair (1903-1950), stands as one of the most influential
writers of the 20th century. His impact extends far beyond his literary contributions, reaching deep
into the very fabric of the English language itself. Through his novels, essays, and political writings,
Orwell not only chronicled his times but also shaped how future generations would think about and
use language. His concerns about the relationship between language, truth, and power have proven
remarkably prescient, with many of his coinages and concepts becoming essential parts of our modern
lexicon.

Orwellian Neologisms and Their Cultural Integration

"Big Brother" and Surveillance Culture
Perhaps no concept from Orwell's work has permeated modern discourse more thoroughly than "Big
Brother." Introduced in his dystopian masterpiece Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949), Big Brother
represents the omnipresent surveillance state, a figure who is "watching you" at all times (Orwell,
1949, p. 3). This phrase has transcended its literary origins to become a standard reference point in
discussions about government surveillance, privacy concerns, and the increasing ubiquity of
monitoring technologies.

The term found renewed relevance with the digital revolution and the rise of the internet. When
Edward Snowden revealed extensive government surveillance programs in 2013, "Big Brother"
featured prominently in headlines worldwide (Greenwald, 2014). The reality television show of the
same name, which debuted in 1999 and spread globally, further cemented the phrase in popular culture,
though with a significant shift in meaning from Orwell's original threatening concept to a form of
entertainment based on voluntary surveillance (Doyle, 2011).

"Thoughtcrime" and "Thought Police"
Orwell's coinage of "thoughtcrime" describes the criminal act of holding politically unorthodox
thoughts or ideologies that contradict the ruling party's doctrine. The related "Thought Police" are the
regime's enforcers who monitor and punish such transgressions. These terms have become powerful
shorthand in debates about censorship, political correctness, and freedom of speech.

According to linguistic researcher Allan Metcalf, "thoughtcrime" ranks among the most influential
political neologisms of the 20th century, with usage increasing dramatically in the digital age as online
speech regulation became a contentious issue (Metcalf, 2018). Contemporary discussions about
"cancel culture" frequently invoke Orwell's terminology, demonstrating its continued relevance in
framing debates about ideological conformity.

"Doublethink" and Cognitive Dissonance
Orwell's concept of "doublethink"—the ability to hold two contradictory beliefs simultaneously—has
become an invaluable tool for describing cognitive dissonance in political and social discourse. He
defined it as "the power of holding two contradictory beliefs in one's mind simultaneously, and
accepting both of them" (Orwell, 1949, p. 214).

Psychologist Carol Tavris notes that Orwell "anticipated by decades" the psychological research on
cognitive dissonance that would later be conducted by Leon Festinger and others (Tavris & Aronson,
2015). The term appears regularly in political commentary to describe inconsistent positions taken by
public figures and institutions, and has maintained remarkable staying power as an analytical concept.
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"Newspeak" and Linguistic Manipulation
"Newspeak," the simplified and restricted language imposed by the totalitarian regime in Nineteen
Eighty-Four, was designed to limit freedom of thought. Orwell elaborated on its principles in an
appendix to the novel, describing how "the destruction of words" serves political ends by making
certain ideas literally unthinkable (Orwell, 1949, p. 299).

This fictional language has become a powerful metaphor for analyzing real-world political discourse.
Terms like "corporate newspeak," "bureaucratic newspeak," and "political newspeak" are commonly
used to critique obscurantist or euphemistic language that conceals rather than communicates (Lutz,
1989). Linguist Geoffrey Nunberg argues that "few concepts have proven more valuable for
understanding the relationship between language and politics" than Orwell's notion of Newspeak
(Nunberg, 2006).

"Unperson" and "Memory Hole"
The concept of an "unperson"—someone who has been erased from history and public memory—
remains a chilling reminder of how authoritarian regimes can manipulate the historical record. Related
to this is the "memory hole," the system for destroying documents and photographs that contradict the
current political narrative.

These terms have gained new relevance in the digital age. Discussions of internet censorship, the
"right to be forgotten" in European privacy law, and the manipulation of online information frequently
reference these Orwellian concepts (Morozov, 2013). The ease with which digital information can be
altered or erased has made Orwell's warnings about historical revisionism startlingly relevant.

"Politics and the English Language": A Lasting Style Guide
Orwell's 1946 essay "Politics and the English Language" may be his most direct and lasting
contribution to how we think about language usage. In this work, he critiqued the "slovenliness" of
contemporary English and established principles of clear writing that continue to influence style
guides, composition textbooks, and writing instruction worldwide.

Conclusion
George Orwell's influence on the English language constitutes one of the most remarkable cases of a
single writer shaping how we communicate and conceptualize political reality. From his introduction
of terms that have become household expressions to his principled advocacy for clear writing, Orwell's
linguistic legacy remains profound and multifaceted.

As we navigate an increasingly complex information environment, his warnings about the political
dangers of linguistic corruption seem not only relevant but prescient. When we speak of "Orwellian
surveillance," "memory holes," or "doublethink," we are not merely invoking literary references but
employing essential analytical tools that help us make sense of contemporary reality.

The ultimate testimony to Orwell's linguistic influence may be that we cannot fully discuss the
manipulation of language without using the very terms he provided. In this sense, his contribution to
English extends beyond particular words or stylistic principles—he has fundamentally shaped how we
think about language itself as a political and ethical domain. As long as the relationship between
power, truth, and expression remains contested, Orwell's linguistic legacy will continue to provide
vital resources for clarity and critique.
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