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Abstract

This article examines the semantic and etymological representation of the concept of
“homeland” in English and Uzbek literary works. The notion of homeland is considered an
important linguocultural category that reflects national identity, historical memory, and cultural
values. The study explores the origin, semantic development, and artistic expression of the
concept in both languages through a comparative approach. The findings reveal not only the
shared semantic features of the concept but also its culture-specific interpretations in English and
Uzbek literature.
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CEMAHTHYECKOE U STUMOJIO'MYECKOE BbIPA’KEHUE KOHHUEIITA
«POAUHA» B AHI'VIMUCKUX U Y3BEKCKUX XYJOKECTBEHHbBIX
IMTPOU3BEJEHUAX

AHHOTanus

B nanHO# cTaThe paccMaTpPUBAIOTCS CEMAHTHYECKHE W STUMOJIOTHYECKHE OCOOCHHOCTH
BBIpKEHHS KOHIENTa «PoarHay B aHVIMICKUX U Y30€KCKUX XYI0KECTBEHHBIX MPOU3BEICHUSIX.
[lonatue PoauHbl BBICTYNAeT Kak BaXKHas JIMHTBOKYJIbTYpPOJIOTHYECKas KaTeropus,
OTpa)karollasi HAlMOHAJIbHOE CAMOCO3HAHUE, UCTOPUUYECKYIO MaMATh U KYJIbTYPHBIE LIEHHOCTH.
B wuccienoBaHMM — aHANM3UPYIOTCS  MPOUCXOXKIEHUE, CEMAHTUYECKOE  pPa3BUTHE U
XYJ0’)KECTBEHHBIC CPEJICTBA BBIPAKCHHSI JTAHHOTO KOHIENTa B OOOMX S3BIKAX HAa OCHOBE
CPaBHHUTEIHHOTO MOAX0/a. Pe3ynbTaThl MO3BOJSIOT BBISIBUTH KaK 00IIME CEMAaHTUYECKHE YEPTHI,
TaK ¥ HAIMOHAJIbHO-KYJIbTYPHBIEC PA3JIM4Ms B HHTEPIPETAUUHA KOHLEIITA.

KiroueBnle ciioBa

Konuent PoaunnHa, ceMaHTMYECKMW aHainu3, STUMOJIOTHS, AaHIJIMHCKas JHUTEpaTypa,
y30eKcKass JUTeparypa, JIHUHTBOKYJIBTYPOJIOTHS, XYI0KECTBEHHBIH TEKCT, CPaBHHUTEIbHBIN
aHaIu3.

INGLIZ VA O'ZBEK ASARLARIDA VATAN KONSEPTINING SEMANTIK VA
ETIMALOGIK IFODALANISHI

Anotatsiya

Ushbu maqolada ingliz va o‘zbek badiiy asarlarida “vatan” konseptining semantik va
etimologik jihatlari tahlil qilinadi. ‘“Vatan” tushunchasi til va adabiyotda muhim
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lingvokulturologik kategoriya sifatida qaralib, unda milliy ong, tarixiy xotira va madaniy
qadriyatlar mujassamlashadi. Tadqiqotda har ikki tilda “vatan” konseptining kelib chiqishi,
ma’no rivoji hamda badiiy ifodalanish vositalari qiyosiy tahlil asosida o‘rganiladi. Natijalar
ushbu konseptning umumiy semantik xususiyatlari bilan bir qatorda, milliy-madaniy
tafovutlarini ham ochib beradi.

Kalit so‘zlar

Vatan konsepti, semantik tahlil, etimologiya, ingliz adabiyoti, o‘zbek adabiyoti,
lingvokulturologiya, badiiy matn, qiyosiy tahlil.

Introduction

The concept of “homeland” occupies a central position in literary discourse, reflecting not
only geographical belonging but also emotional, cultural, and historical identity. In both English
and Uzbek literary traditions, the idea of homeland is deeply embedded in linguistic expression
and symbolic representation. It functions as a multidimensional concept encompassing notions of
land, nation, memory, and collective consciousness.

From the perspective of cognitive linguistics, scholars such as George Lakoff argue that
abstract concepts are structured through metaphorical frameworks that arise from human
experience. In this regard, the concept of homeland is not merely a physical space but a
cognitively constructed domain shaped by cultural narratives and historical context. Similarly,
Charles Bally emphasizes the expressive and emotional nature of language, suggesting that
cultural values are often encoded in figurative expressions, particularly in literary texts.

In Uzbek linguistics and literary studies, the concept of “Vatan” has been extensively
examined as a key cultural and ideological construct. N. Karimova highlights that in early 20th-
century Uzbek literature, homeland is portrayed as a sacred entity closely linked to national
awakening, identity formation, and moral responsibility. This interpretation demonstrates that the
concept goes beyond territorial meaning and becomes a symbol of unity, heritage, and collective
destiny.

Furthermore, Uzbek scholars underline that the semantic structure of “Vatan” evolves
over time, influenced by socio-political changes and cultural transformations. In English
literature, the concept of homeland often appears in relation to themes such as exile, belonging,
and personal identity, reflecting a more individualized perspective.

Thus, the present study aims to analyze the semantic and etymological representation of
the concept of homeland in English and Uzbek literary works. By integrating both foreign and
Uzbek scholarly perspectives, the research seeks to reveal how linguistic, cultural, and historical
factors shape the interpretation of this concept in different literary traditions.

Literature review

The study of conceptual categories such as “homeland” has attracted attention in both
linguistics and literary criticism. Western scholars have primarily approached such concepts
through cognitive and semantic frameworks. Lakoff and Johnson emphasize that meaning is
grounded in embodied experience and structured through conceptual metaphors, which are
reflected in language use. This theoretical approach provides a useful foundation for analyzing
how homeland is metaphorically constructed in literary texts [1, p. 83].
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Charles Bally’s work on stylistics also contributes to understanding how emotional and
expressive meanings are conveyed through language. His perspective suggests that literary
language intensifies cultural concepts, making them more vivid and symbolically rich [2, p. 36].

In Slavic and post-Soviet linguistics, scholars have focused on semantic fields and
conceptual analysis. The concept of homeland is often examined in relation to national identity,
historical memory, and collective consciousness. These approaches emphasize the interaction
between language and culture in shaping meaning
[4, p. 55].

Uzbek scholarship offers valuable insights into the cultural and historical dimensions of
the concept. Karimova (2008) analyzes the representation of homeland in early Uzbek literature,
demonstrating how it is associated with patriotism, enlightenment, and national revival. Other
Uzbek researchers have explored the semantic evolution of “Vatan” and its role in shaping
cultural identity [3, p. 125].

Methodology

This study applies a combination of comparative, semantic, and etymological analysis to
examine the concept of homeland in English and Uzbek literary works.

First, a comparative approach was used to identify similarities and differences in how the
concept is expressed in both languages. Selected literary texts from English and Uzbek traditions
were analyzed to determine how homeland is conceptualized and represented.

Second, semantic analysis was applied to examine the layers of meaning associated with
the concept. Key lexical units and expressions related to homeland were studied in their textual
context to reveal their figurative and symbolic meanings.

Third, etymological analysis was conducted to trace the historical development of the
terms “homeland” and “Vatan.” This allowed the study to uncover how the meanings of these
terms have evolved over time and how they reflect cultural and historical changes.

Additionally, contextual analysis was used to explore how the concept functions within
literary narratives. By examining the use of homeland in different genres and periods, the study
identifies patterns in its representation and interpretation.

Results And Discussion

The analysis reveals that the concept of homeland in both English and Uzbek literary
works shares a common semantic core related to land, belonging, and identity. However,
significant differences emerge in its representation and interpretation.

In Uzbek literature, “Vatan” is predominantly associated with collective identity, moral
duty, and historical continuity. It is often depicted as sacred and inseparable from national values.
Literary texts emphasize emotional attachment, loyalty, and responsibility toward the homeland.
This reflects a collectivist cultural perspective in which individual identity is closely tied to the
nation [5, p. 94].

In contrast, English literary works tend to present homeland in a more individualistic
framework. It is frequently associated with personal memory, nostalgia, and displacement.
Themes such as exile, migration, and identity crisis are common, highlighting the subjective
experience of belonging [6, p. 82].
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Etymological analysis shows that the Uzbek term “Vatan” has roots in Persian and Arabic

languages, where it originally referred to a place of residence or origin. Over time, its meaning
expanded to include national and cultural dimensions. The English term “homeland,” derived
from Old English elements “home” and “land,” reflects a combination of physical space and
emotional attachment [7, p. 73].

The findings also indicate that metaphor plays a crucial role in shaping the concept. In

Uzbek texts, homeland is often metaphorically represented as a mother, emphasizing nurturing
and protection. In English literature, it may be depicted as a lost place or an idealized memory.

Thus, while the concept of homeland is universal, its semantic and etymological

representation varies significantly across linguistic and cultural contexts.

Conclusion
The study demonstrates that the concept of homeland is a complex and multifaceted

phenomenon that reflects both universal human experience and culture-specific interpretations.
In both English and Uzbek literary traditions, it serves as a powerful symbol of identity, memory,
and belonging.

However, the ways in which this concept is expressed differ significantly. Uzbek

literature emphasizes collective identity, cultural continuity, and moral values, while English
literature often highlights individual experience and emotional perception.

The integration of semantic and etymological analysis provides a deeper understanding of

how the concept has evolved and how it functions in different literary contexts. The findings of
this research contribute to the fields of cognitive linguistics, comparative literature, and
linguocultural studies.
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